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astor W. Don Edwards is a

graduate of Northern Caribbean

University (NCU), formerly

West Indies College, Mandeville, and

Andrews University, Berrien Springs,

Michigan, where he earned an M.A. in Coun-

seling Psychology.

He currently serves the Arizona Conference as

Coordinator of African American Ministries, and

pastors the largest African American church in the

state, Beacon Light. He is also a member of the

board of Thunderbird Adventist Academy, the

Conference Executive Committee, and other s.

Pastor Edwards was born in Nassau, Baha-

mas, to Pastor & Mrs. C.F. Edwards. The second

of five children, he has three brothers and a sister.

He attended Kingsway High School in

Kingston, Jamaica, then earned a B.A. in Religion

from West Indies College (now NCU) . He served

as an Intern in the East Jamaica Conference,

pastoring 16 churches in the St. Mary district for

several years.

He migrated to the United States in 1971,

where he attended Andrews University, earn-

ing an M.A. in Church History and a 5th-year

Diploma in Educational Psychology.

He returned to his Alma Mater

in 1976 as Dean of Men and Theol-

ogy teacher. While at West Indies

College, he married the former

Judith Brennan, and was ordained

to the gospel Ministry.

In 1981 he returned to the

United States where he pastored

in Florida, in Miami , Homestead/

Key West, and Delray/Belle Glade.

He returned to Andrews University in 1993

and earned an M.A. in Counseling Psychology.

He pastored the New Life Church on the Univer-

sity campus for several years before being called

to Montreal, Quebec in Canada. There, he pastored

the Westmount Church. Following his service

there, he returned to the United States to complete

his Doctoral studies in Psychology.
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Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association

Chapter

Renamed

It was voted in 2002 to rename the “Orlando

Chapter” to the “Central Florida Chapter”

to be more geographically inclusive. We are

expanding our reach to include all alumni

and friends of NCU within 2 - 3 hours drive

of Orlando (Palm Bay, Palm Coast to the

East; Avon Park, Lakeland, Winter Haven

to the South; Ocala and Gainesville to the

North; and Tampa and Sarasota to the West).

Regional Coordinators were selected to

help organize areas outside of Orlando and

facilitate better communication with chap-

ter members and friends. Coordinators are:

• Mr./Mrs. Arlie & Fay Greene

Palm Bay:  321-726-9441

• Dr./Mrs. Witford & Inga Reid

Sebring/Avon Park:  863-402-5421

• Mr. Everard Smith

Tampa Area:  813-935-3438

• Mr. / Mrs. Gladston e & L yn Dwyer

Palm Coast:  386-437-9269

In addition to providing the key-

note message at the 2002 Alumni

Day, Pastor W. Don Edwards will

also reprise his role as first tenor of

the NCU Heralds Quartet, in a spe-

cial 6:00 p.m. reunion concert.

His goal is to be in the kingdom of our Lord

when He comes, and to this end he has dedicated

his life to the service of the Master.

Pastor Edwards and his wife Judith have three

sons: Donnie, Jonathan, and Adam.

The Central Florida Chapter welcomes Pastor

Edwards to this Alumni Day, where our theme is

“Homesick   for  Heaven.”
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elcome to Alumni Day 2002!

Alumni Day is always a special

day. It is special because it is held

on the Sabbath. It is also special be-

cause as alumni and

friends of NCU in Central

Florida, we are joined by other

alumni and friends from

across the country and abroad

to celebrate and share our

lives. We get a chance to remi-

nisce about old times, to

laugh, to talk about our fami-

lies, and express how good

God has been to us. We learn

about the growth of Northern

Caribbean University and the

plans for its future. We share

inspiration and good music

and leave better than we were when we came.

This has been a busy year for our chapter. The

Executive Committee has worked hard to im-

prove communication with our membership via

letter, phone, email and word-of-mouth. Two gen-

eral mailings have gone out to our members and

friends, one in March and the other in June. Our

membership list stands at 172 families, up from

just over 100 families at the beginning of the year.

The name of our chapter was changed from the

“Orlando Chapter” to the “Central Florida Chap-

ter” to be more geographically inclusive. Regional

Coordinators were selected to help organize areas

outside of Orlando. A Phone Committee was es-

tablished to add a personal touch to contacting our

members and friends. We listened to suggestions

from our members and tried to offer more and

varied activities. A website was also developed
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Want to relive past Alumni events?

Check the Archives on our web site for

past editions of Alumni Newsnotes.

for our chapter. Please take a moment to review the

2002 Calendar of Events mailed to you or click on

the Events link on the website for more detail

about upcoming chapter events

Thank you to the Execu-

tive Committee for your hard

work, ideas, planning and

positive attitude as we have

worked together this year to

help make our chapter success-

ful and to serve the interests of

NCU. Thank you to Mr.

George Carrazana and FLEC

for making the gymnatorium

available for Alumni Day.

Thank you to all others who

have given of your time and

energy to make this event and

others this year successful.

Most of all thank you, members and friends, for

your active participation. This organization would

not exist without you. It belongs to you.

As you enjoy Alumni Day, let me encourage

you to take a quiet moment to reflect on your life.

Ask yourself, “Are the values and ideals that I

learned at Northern Caribbean University the guid-

ing force in my life today? If not, are there some

changes I need to make? Could I have forgotten

what I believed and why I believed it?”

I encourage you to make knowing Jesus and

having a close relationship with Him the first

priority in your life. —Tony Rugless

From the President
New Chapter

Website

It’s www.ncucentralflorida.com . Have

you visited yet? That's our chapter's new

website, and it's full of information you need

and services you'll want to use.

It includes alumni news, photos , online

membership registration, calendar of events,

contact information, hot links,  and much

more (see details below).

Visit today, bookmark it and check back

often for the latest updates.

Do you have news that other alumni

would like to hear? Tell us about it! Do you

have good quality pictures of NCU or chapter

events? Other alumni and friends would love

to see them, and we'd be glad to include them

on the website. Just drop us a note at

trugless@mindspring.com.

How can I  benef i t  f rom the

chapter's dynamic new website?

• News & Events:  View up-to-date

alumni news and event information.

• Membership:   Register online or update

contact information.

• Archives:   View pictures of past events

(banquets, alumni day, etc), an NCU photo

gallery, past newsletters, etc.

• Contact Us:   Communicate with chapter

officers.

• Guestbook:   Communicate with other

alumni.

• Executive Officers:   View chapter of-

ficers and their contact information.

• Links:   NCU-related sites, alumni chap-

ters, SDA organizations, and more.

• Alumni Chapters:   View contact infor-

mation for NCU Alumni Relations and

North American Alumni chapters.

Whom  do  I  contact  with  ideas  for  making

the  website  even  more  useful?

Email trugless@mindspring.com . We

want to make the site relevant to you, so tell us

what you like and what you’d like to see!

New Alumni

Directory for Central

Florida Chapter

Get your copy of the brand-new directory of Cen-

tral Florida alumni and friends. This directory

will help us keep in touch with each other.

It is complimentary for dues-paying mem-

bers. Others may obtain a copy by making a con-

tribution of $2 to the chapter or by joining the

chapter. Chapter registration information and dues

can be sent to Jean Crooks, Secretary, 421 Pinta

Place, Longwood, FL 32750.

W

Tony Rugless
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Noel W. Bridgett

Retires

On March 31, 2002, Mr. Noel W. Bridgett retired

as Administrator of the Guardian Care Nursing

and Rehabilitation Center. He took this position

in 1978 when the State of Florida was considering

closing the facility. Since then Guardian Care has

significantly improved its operations, and for 15

years attained

“superior” rat-

ing status.

A m o n g

the accom-

pl ishments

dur ing h is

tenure are the

building of a

new wing, in-

creasing bed

capacity from

65 to 120, the

renovation of the old wing and increasing the fund

balance from $25,000 to $6 million.

Mr. Bridgett, an ardent supporter of NCU,

studied at the new University of Technology in

Jamaica, the Wolverhampton Stratfordshire Col-

lege of Technology in England, the New York

City Community College where he received an

Associate Degree in Applied Science and Atlantic

Union College in Massachusetts

where he received a BA degree in

Business Administration.

Before coming to Florida,

Mr. Bridgett served at the Ja-

maica Broadcasting Corpora-

tion in Jamaica, the Beth Israel

Hospital, and the Arthur C. Lo-

gan Hospital in New York City.

He is married to the former

Rachel Reid, an NCU alumnus .

Congratulations and best

wishes to you for the future, Mr. Bridgett.

Shaw University

President  to Retire

Dr. Talbert O. Shaw, President of Shaw Univer-

sity in Raleigh, North Carolina, will retire on

December 31, 2002.

Dr. Shaw’s 15 years of service have led the

University from the brink of closing to a consis-

tent innovative upward climb.

His leadership is reflected in the large increase

in student enrollment, the renovation and con-

struction of physical facilities, the expansion of

academic programs, and his involvement in com-

munity organizations. Dr. Shaw’s leadership has

placed the university on a stable financial base.

Comment ing  on  the

President’s retirement, Dr. Ed-

ward Dolby says, “The Renais-

sance man, who is Dr. Shaw,

has completed his active work

as a leader. He has resurrected

the institution, started new

programs and taken Shaw to

the next level.”

Irene Lane, Class of ’51, says,

“Without Dr. Shaw’s leadership,

Shaw University would have

been closed. He is just an outstanding leader—the

best thing that has happened to Shaw University in

the past 51 years.”

Dr. Shaw is an alumnus of Northern Carib-

bean University, and he holds a B.A. from

Andrews University in Michigan and M.A. and

Ph.D. degrees from the University of Chicago.

His  years of service and administration in-

clude service at Howard University in Washing-

ton, DC, Catholic University of America in

Washington, DC, Bowie State College in Mary-

land, Federal City College in Washington, DC,

Princeton University in New Jersey, and Mor-

gan State University in Baltimore, Maryland.

Dr. Shaw and his wife, Marlene, plan to retire

in Florida where they say they “hope to just relax

and ‘smell the roses.’”

Congratulations, Dr. and Mrs. Shaw!

Upcoming Events

September 13 – 15:  Weekend hon-

oring Pastor & Mrs. L.H.

Fletcher, Maranatha SDA church,

Miami

October/November:  General

Meeting to elect 2003 officers

Dec. 7, 2002:  Annual Banquet

For the latest, see the Calendar of

Events from past mailings or visit

the Events Page on the website.

Summer Picnic

We had a great time at our chapter’s

first Summer Picnic, June 16, 2002

at Wekiwa Springs State Park in

Apopka, Florida.

Some 45 alumni and friends en-

joyed a fun-filled time of recreation,

games, food and fellowship.

Were you there? Check our

website under “Archives” and see

if you can find your  picture.

Wedding Bells!!

Michelle Cameron & Carl Ware Jr.

Dr. Racquel Daley & Dr. Jon

Placide

Elissa Gordon & Kerne Philgence

Congrats, Graduates

High School

Kimberly Allamby

Sean Davidson

Stacey McCauly

Jennifer McFarlane

Evert Nugent

Sheena Salmon

Cara Sutherland

College/University

Jennifer Allamby,

Police Academy

Herb Bennett, D.M.D.

Ramona Biggs, B.B.A.

Dayna Campbell-Green, M.B.A.

Gregory Cumberbatch, B.Sc.

Jeffrey Cumberbatch, B.Sc.

Racquel Daley-Placide, M.D.

Candace Davy, B.A.

Hugh Fletcher, B.F.A.

Anastasia Flynch, M.Sc.

Rose Flynch, B.Sc.

Wayne Golding, J.D.

Renae Grant, M.S.W.

Jermaine Green, M.B.A.

Kathy Jeune, B.Sc.

Rhode Josaphat, B.Sc.

Walter Kendrick III, A.S.

Alia Lee, M.Sc.

Opal McLean, B.A.

Nneka Ricketts, B.Sc.

Patricia Smith, Ed.D.

Paul Sutherland, A.S.

We said Goodbye to...

Dr. Hiram Sebastian Walters (War-

rior and Champion for Christ)

Kathleen Clarke – NCU supporter

and lover of youth (Paul

Clarke’s Mom)

Noel Wallace – NCU supporter

H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

Mr. Noel Bridgett

Dr. Talbert Shaw
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E.G. Marshalleck, Contributor

Upcoming Events:

• Graduation 2002 - August 9 -11, 2002.

Over five hundred students are expected to

graduate including twenty first-time graduates

with the degree of Master of Business Adminis-

tration. The Baccalaureate speaker will be well-

known singer and pastor, Wintley Phipps. The

Commencement speaker will be Sir James

Carlisle, Governor General of Antigua and

Barbuda. Sir James was inducted as an honorary

NCU alumnus in 2001 in Antigua.

• Academic Year - The 2002-2003 Univer-

sity year begins August 20, 2002. The Annual

Faculty and Staff Colloquium takes place Au-

gust 13-15, 2002 and will be focusing on the

theme, “Echoing the Ethos.” In 2001-2002,

there were 43 Doctor of Education candidates in

the specializations of Curriculum and Instruc-

tion and Leadership and Religious Education.

• Homecoming 2002 - This annual event is

scheduled for Nov 28 - Dec 1, 2002. The theme

is “Living God’s Love.” Events include the fi-

nal concert in the “Living God’s Love” concert

series, a golf tournament, a nature excursion to

Cranbrook Flower Forest, St. Ann which in-

cludes horseback riding and swimming in the

river. Please see Dr. Jean Marshalleck for home-

coming registration forms.

Academic News:

• Charter Anniversary - NCU celebrated

its third anniversary as a University on June 24,

2002 in an impressive ceremony. Dr. Leslie Pol-

lard, Vice President of Loma Linda University

was the guest speaker.

• Accreditation - The University Council of

Jamaica accredited the Bachelor of Science in

Biology Education program in February 2002.

• New Programs - Courses in Dental Hy-

giene to the associate level and Masters in Pub-

lic Health, Nursing, Counseling Psychology

and Biology are new offerings.

• Japan Visit - President Herbert Thompson

led a four-man delegation to Japan to establish

links between NCU and two Japanese Universi-

ties. Jamaica’s ambassador to Japan, Earl Carr,

an NCU alumnus, facilitated the trip.

• Lectures - W.D. Carter

Lecture Series, named after

Jamaican entrepreneur of Dal-

las, Texas was held July 25,

2002. Topic: “Prospects for

Jamaica’s Economic Devel-

opment – Macro and Micro

Practices.” Presenter: Dr. Tif-

fany Jordan.

—Dr. H.M. Johnston Lec-

ture Series was held April 8-

10, 2002. Topic: “Respon-

sible Citizenship.” Present-

ers: Dr. Herbert Thompson,

Reverend Oliver Daley, Dr. L. Semaj, and Mr.

Stafford Haughton, among others.

—The K.G. Vaz Lecture Series took place on

March 5, 2002 on the topic, “The Relevance of

the Church in the 21st Century.”

• Summer Seminars - A health seminar by

Vingar Fonnebo, M.D., Professor of Preventa-

tive Medicine, University of Tromso, Norway,

and an education seminar by Constance Nwosu,

Ph.D, Professor of Curriculum and Instruction,

Canadian Union College, Alberta, Canada.

—In April, the College of Continuing Educa-

tion sponsored a regional seminar on Foreign

Trade and Globalization.

—The Science Department conducted a science

symposium on June 5, 2002 with representa-

tives from Cuba, UWI, NCU and other Jamaican

educational institutions.

• Music Department - The Music Depart-

ment presented Moises Parker, alumnus and in-

ternationally known tenor in concert along with

Pauline Forest, guest soprano, Desmond

Molton, guest baritone and the Adventist Praise

Chorale and the National Adventist Choir.

Physical Expansion

• Gymnatorium  - Finishing touches are being

put on the new gymnatorium, with sienna colored

roof and white walls. It will have ample space for

assemblies, offices and a student center.

• Water Tank  - A 5,000-gallon steel tank has

been erected in front of the gymnatorium. This

donation by the Government of Jamaica will

meet emergency water needs

at the University.

• New Property  - NCU

has acquired the  five-acre

Rowan’s Lodge from the

Brassington family. The co-

lonial style house with mani-

cured lawns crowns the hill at

“Wiles’ Corner.” Now known

as the North Campus, it is

ideal for receptions and other

social gatherings. The Uni-

versity was blessed with an

affordable purchase price.

• Bequest  - NCU has received the deeded title

for 40 DeCarteret Road, home of the late Dr. &

Mrs. H.S. Walters, former chairman of the NCU

board and registrar and teacher respectively.

• Thank you -  for your prayers and gifts to NCU.

Spiritual Snapshots:

• Waymarks - The Ten Commandments ap-

pear as waymarks on the sidewalk leading up to

the campus chapel.

• Outreach Programs - Campus Ministries

and Mentoring Departments are sponsoring:

—Noon Power Hour: A daily prayer emphasis.

—Community Prayer Walk: A community

outreach.

—Loaves of Love: Hot meals for the hungry and

homeless.

—Sunshine Band: A ministry to orphans.

Prison Ministry

• NAPS  -National Association for the Preven-

tion of Starvation, headquartered at Oakwood

College, now has a branch at NCU working in

the inner city of Kingston and in Mandeville.

One house has been constructed and three cru-

sades have resulted in over 120 baptisms.

• Week of Prayer  - Spring spiritual empha-

sis by Pastor Clive Dottin, youth minister from

Trinidad and Tobago, saw 63 students baptized.

Alumni Department Addresses

E-Mail:  alumni@ncu.edu.jm

Web:  http://www.ncu.edu.jm/alumni/

U niversity News

See nostalgic photos like this

one of the old College bell, on

the Chapter’s web site:

www.ncucentralflorida.com.
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